Gene Ternes
“Let’s Give a Cheer for the Varsity”

The 1949-50 and 1950-51 Duhawk Basketball Teams


“Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord”—well, maybe it wasn’t quite that big a thing to beat St. Ambrose in our time, but almost—and the 1949-50 and 1950-51 Duhawk basketball teams, the “McCabe Era,” beat St. Ambrose five times in five tries!! But they beat a lot of teams as they compiled records of 22-9 and 23-7, the fifth-best two year winning percentage in Loras history. They won two Iowa Conference titles, two Midlands Conference titles and earned two invitations to the National Catholic Invitational Tournament (NCIT) at Albany, New York. But how did this team evolve? Let’s go back.


Our freshman year, 1947-48, was the last year of the “Mickey Marty Era” and the starting five included Mickey, Dave Wareham, Steve Slattery and “Rocky” Sullivan from the great 1946-47 team, with only “Looper” Lynch, a ’47 grad missing; our Jim McCabe filled the fifth spot. This team produced an excellent 21-8 record. We practiced, watched, and learned from that famous group (and collected many bench splinters); and who could forget the titanic battles with Mickey pairing off against Luther legend, “Judge” Veghlan.


Our sophomore year, 1948-49, was simply a transition year from the “Marty Era” to the “McCabe Era”; Steve Slattery and Rocky Sullivan remained from the Marty team but the new Duhawks had growing pains—the result was a 14-10 record—but we did get an invitation to the NCIT in Denver, Colorado. I think the singular most important event was the game when “Judge” Veghlan and his Luther teammates came to the Loras Fieldhouse late in the season; they were Iowa Conference champs and “riding high” but the Loras Duhawks laid a 67-62 defeat on them. That, I believe, was the “jelling point” for the McCabe-era group.


And so came the great 1949-50 and 1950-51 seasons. Credit should go first and foremost to Vince Dowd, the greatest of all Loras College basketball coaches, who compiled a 284-168 record over an 18-year period, winning five Iowa Conference titles. He was not only a great coach but, more importantly, he was a true gentleman—just a super, super person. Basketball was at its peak in Dubuque during these years, a continuation of the Marty era and the Loras Fieldhouse was packed to the rafters; if you weren’t in a seat by half-time of the preliminary game, you probably wouldn’t get in for the varsity game. On the local scene, Hy Zimmerman and Harley Key, Telegraph Herald sportswriters, had no trouble filling the sports pages and did a superb job of supporting us as did Red “McGregor” McAleece with his KDTH radio broadcasts. And the people of Dubuque –WOW! 


Wins are memorable, some more than others, like the 93-68 win over Parsons College in the 1950 Iowa Conference title game and the 71-49 win over St. Ambrose in the 1951 title game. We won’t forget the wins over St. Francis (Pennsylvania) and Iona (New York) in the 1950 NCIT, nor the great victory at Western Illinois when we ended their long-time home winning streak.


Losses aren’t memorable but unpleasant, but not as much when they are against high caliber teams such as the University of Houston and West Virginia State, led by their future NBA star, Earl Lloyd, of Brooklyn, New York, in the 1951 NCIT. The above names bring out the diversity of our schedule. 


But in the end, the joy of it all is the team—the group of guys you practiced with and played the games with. Nothing topped the “all for one’ attitude of this team. Everyone on this squad played a part in our success, so as you hear their names—McCabe, Moskal, Skraby, Rohan, Ternes, Garvey, Nemmers, Voorhees, McCauley, Rogan, Enderlin, Vega, Diaz, Teeling, Lutgen, Stankewitz, Ganshirt, Fromnecht, Phelan—“Let’s give a cheer for the varsity!  Long may they reign supreme.”
